The Love of Animal Parents EFTXEZ, HWEE

Whether it is human-like love for their offspring, or just out of instinct, parents in the wild are doing

extraordinary deeds for their babies. The animal kingdom is full of acts of parental selflessness.
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Meet Lydia, a Christmas Island frigate bird, for instance. To find just the right food for her baby, she flies

4,000 kilometers over smoking Indonesian volcanoes and some of Asia’s busiest shipping lanes! Likewise,

emperor penguins search high and low, putting their lives in danger, to fill the rumbling tummies of their

little ones.
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It is amazing to see how similar we mammals can be. Just as a human family will give babies lots of
affection, all the family members in an elephant herd shower calves with attention. Known as
allomothering, this contributes to a warm and encouraging environment for growth. There is even Critter
Day Care. Within a group of dolphins, mothers often rely on a close relative to watch over their young while
taking a break!
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In the air, on land or under the deep blue seas, animal parents go far beyond the call of duty to ensure their

babies get what they need. After all, with their tender loving care, life does not have to be so hard.
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—by Murray Walker and Matthew Wilson

Vocabulary

offspring [ * of sprin] n. T-#; 51t
rumbling [ > ramblin] adj. BRI SEEES T
mammal [~ meaem!] n. HAHY

affection [o * fekfon] n. &%, &z


http://baike.baidu.com/view/6356098.htm
http://baike.baidu.com/view/36645.htm?fromtitle=frigate+bird&type=syn
http://baike.baidu.com/view/71334.htm?fromtitle=Emperor+Penguin&type=syn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allomothering

More Information

instinct [ ° 1nstinkt] n. AfE; Kk

frigate [ ° frrgrt] n. 3KIZM; §7 AL B

shipping lane fjii&

high and low: #|4t here and there; everywhere
tummy [ tami)n. it7, B

shower someone with: K&EHZ;¥; i7F to give (gifts, etc.) in abundance or present (someone) with (gifts, etc.)
calf [keef] n. (. REZEM) T, I

allomothering [ ~ &lo,maAdain] n. BTN
contribute [ken * tribjut] v. TT#k, ML (+to/towards) ]
critter [~ krite] n. [3211] 447, 2



